When it Comes to Water… Don’t Worry, Be Happy!

As written in the Winter 2019 edition of the Trail News, drinking water in Oregon City is a high-quality product. For the most part, citizens seldom have to worry about it. You may wonder how the City ensures that quality drinking water is delivered without concerns for service interruption or quality. Rest assured, the City maintains Water Distribution System Services Standards that help the City scrutinize the performance of the City’s potable water system. This is a big job and is something we take very seriously.

Water quality is a service standard that we monitor across the entire system beginning at the source and ending at the faucet. We are proud of the work we do to provide drinking water that continues to meet and surpass all state and federal standards and requirements. If you want to learn more about Oregon City’s drinking water quality, try this link: https://www.orcity.org/publicworks/water-quality-reports.

We consider fire flow requirements and our capacity for water supply during high-demand periods as yet another service standard. Our highest demand season for potable water is in the summer which is also the season of most concern for fire. With all the national news about communities experiencing urban fires, we strive to protect public safety by ensuring reliable, plentiful water for fire suppression.
Other standards we monitor include pumping capacity and facility condition, water storage capacity, and our network of transmission and distribution pipes. Due to Oregon City’s varied elevations, we have a pipe network that varies in water pressures which are all controlled through a series of pumps, reservoirs, and pressure-regulating valves. You may be surprised to know that Oregon City has 11 different pressure zones regulated through 19 different regulators, pumps, and storage tanks.

These service standards, together with other sub criteria, reflect water system industry standards involving the Oregon Department of Human Services, the Environmental Protection Agency, the American Water Works Association, the Insurance Service Office, Inc., and the Oregon Fire Code. We are proud of the drinking water product and services provided in Oregon City and ask that you contemplate the value your water… but don’t worry, be happy!
