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12.08.035 Tree removal and replacement. 

Existing street trees, trees in the right-of-way, and trees on public property shall be retained and protected 
during development unless removal is specified as part of a land use approval or in conjunction with a public 
capital improvement project, in accordance with OCMC 17.41. Tree removal shall be mitigated by the following:  

A. A dead, diseased, or hazardous street tree, as determined by a certified arborist and approved by the 
City Manager or designee, may be removed if replaced with one (1) new tree for each dead, diseased 
or hazardous tree that is removed.  

1. Hazardous trees which have raised the adjacent sidewalk in a manner which does not comply with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act may be removed and replaced without a report from a certified 
arborist, as defined in OCMC 17.04.082. 

2. All replacement trees under this section shall have a minimum one and one half (1.5) inch caliper 
trunk measured six (6) inches above the root crown.  

B. Removed trees that were not determined to be dead, diseased, or hazardous shall be replaced in 
accordance with Table 12.08.035. All replaced street trees shall have a minimum one and one-half-inch 
(1.5 inch) caliper trunk measured six (6) inches above the root crown.  

Table 12.08.035 

Replacement Schedule for Trees 
Determined to be Dead, Diseased or 

Hazardous by a Certified Arborist  

Replacement Schedule for Trees Not 
Determined to be Dead, Diseased or 

Hazardous by a Certified Arborist  

Diameter of tree to 
be Removed  

(Inches of diameter 
at 4-ft. height)  

Number of 
Replacement Trees 

to be Planted  

Diameter of tree to 
be Removed  
(Inches of diameter 
at 4-ft. height)  

Number of 
Replacement Trees 

to be Planted  

Any Diameter  1 Tree  Less than 6"  1 Tree  
  6" to 12"  2 Trees  
  13" to 18"  3 Trees  
  19" to 24"  4 Trees  
  25" to 30"  5 Trees  
  31" and over  8 Trees  

 

C. Removed trees shall be replaced by approved tree species: 

1. Within the right-of-way abutting the same frontage; and 

2.  Subject to the requirements under OCMC 12.08.015.  

D.       If an applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City Manager or designee that a sufficient 
location to replant tree(s) according to section C is not available, the City Manager or designee may 
allow:  

1. Installation of replacement tree(s) in one of the following alternative locations:  

a.     Within the right-of-way abutting another property, with abutting property owner approval, 
or  

b.     On public property, with City Manager or designee approval, or 
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c.      Within 10 feet of the right of way in the abutting private yard; or 

2. As a last resort, a fee in lieu of replacing the tree(s), subject to the following: 

a. The applicant must demonstrate to the satisfaction of the City Manager or designee that none 
of the alternative replanting options in section D.1 is sufficient for replanting. 

b. Is to be placed into a city fund dedicated to obtaining trees, planting trees and/or tree 
education in Oregon City. 

E. Exceptions: 

1.   Trees that are listed as invasive non-native, nuisance, prohibited, or noxious vegetation species, as 
defined in OCMC 17.04.605, may be removed without replacement or fee in lieu of replacement. 

2.   Trees in planter strips three (3) feet or less in width may be removed without replacement or fee in 
lieu of replacement. 
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