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Diversity in Children’s Books



Pan Ouf
lé\irrors, Windows, and Sliding

lass boors

Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or
imagined, familiar or strange. These windows are also sliding glass doors, and
readers have only to walk through in imagination to become part of whatever world
has been created or recreated by the author. When lighting conditions are just
right, however, a window can also be a mirror. Literature transforms human
experience and reflects it back to us, and in that reflection we can see our own lives
and experiences as part of the larger human experience. Reading, then, becomes a
means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their mirrors in books.

From Mirrors, Windows, and Sliding Glass Doors by Rudine Sims Bishop, 1990



https://web.archive.org/web/20150329055550/http:/www.rif.org/us/literacy-resources/multicultural/mirrors-windows-and-sliding-glass-doors.htm

Pan Out %
HOWNVOICES

"#OwnVoices was created as a hashtag by author Corinne Duyvis in September 2015.
It was originally intended as a shorthand book recommendation tool in a Twitter
thread, for readers to recommend books by authors who openly shared the diverse
identity of their main characters. The hashtag was never intended to be used in a
broader capacity, but it has since expanded in its use to become a ‘catch all’
marketing term by the publishing industry. Using #OwnVoices in this capacity raises
issues due to the vagueness of the term, which has then been used to place diverse
creators in uncomfortable and potentially unsafe situations. It is important to use the
language that authors want to celebrate about themselves and their characters.”

From We Need Diverse Books, June 2021

OCPL's 2021 master book list includes a column for #OwnVoices data when available, to provide consistent
data throughout the calendar year in accordance with the term’s original intent.


https://diversebooks.org/why-we-need-diverse-books-is-no-longer-using-the-term-ownvoices/#:~:text=Using%20%23OwnVoices%20in%20this%20capacity,about%20themselves%20and%20their%20characters.

My belief is that there is room in the world for all stories, and that
everyone has one. My hope is that those who write about the tears and
the laughter and the language in my grandmother’s house have first
sat down at the table with us and dipped the bread of their own

experiences into our stew.

From “Who Can Tell My Story?” by Jacqueline Woodson, 1998 |



https://www.hbook.com/1998/01/who-can-tell-my-story/




Training Montage
Using the Library

Search the catalog and place holds online at lincc.org or in the LINCC
app

Library Hacks video library has more tutorials for using library resources

Request book recommendations from our staff

Sign up for an Educator Card for expanded access to books for your
classroom

Talk to your building’s media specialist about school library resources

¢
-
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FC3Q9x4qAw&list=PLYpRpIruuT8P7K8hY1CV32pg3No6z6JKn&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUJWamMTaw0&list=PLYpRpIruuT8P7K8hY1CV32pg3No6z6JKn&index=1
https://lincc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYpRpIruuT8P7K8hY1CV32pg3No6z6JKn
https://www.orcity.org/library/book-recommendations
https://www.orcity.org/library/educators

Trammg
Additional Resources

Cooperative Children’s Book Center at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison - statistics on BIPOC books for children going back to 1995

We Need Diverse Books - a nonprofit working to produce and
promote literature that reflects and honors the lives of all young
people, lots of book recommendations on their Twitter feed

Diverse BookFinder - database of 2,000+ BIPOC picture books can
be searched or browsed by identity



https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/literature-resources/ccbc-diversity-statistics/
https://diversebooks.org/
https://diversebookfinder.org/

Training Montage
Lesson Pians

Author websites sometimes have lesson plans for their books

Novelist (library card required) has lesson plans for some books

Coordinate lesson planning with teachers from other schools, Equity
Committee may be able to facilitate



https://refweb.lincc.org/research/novelist-k-8

Training Montage
Talking to Parents

If the book is part of the curriculum, it should be tied to a standard

Be prepared to identify and share the standard with parents
Diverse books are included in Oregon State Standards and the OCSD's Equity Policy

Contact Sara Deboy in Teaching & Learning with additional questions

If the book is part of a classroom library or from the school library, some library-
specific concepts may apply

OCSD Librarian Doug Stull can answer additional questions
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Loom In

Key

Library of Congress

Subject Headings

Linked to LINCC catalog for easy
searching

Managed by Library of Congress
Often use outdated terminology
Individual libraries must use as-
is and cannot modify

. Click on a book cover to find it in the library!

e/ @ ® @

e-book audiobook graphic Spanish
available available novel available

Book

Suggestions

Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

Links to book award

Links to library book lists and
lists (if available)

other online resources

Master list of K-8 diverse books from 2021 is available at orcity.org/library/diverse-books-2022

o


https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/

Loom in
Citizenship Status

Book
“lllegal aliens” Suggestions

Immigrant

Refugee

Awards

Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

LINCC Refugee & Immigrant

Experience Book List

o


https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22illegal+aliens%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=immigrant&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=refugee&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qf=INFODESK%09Picture+Books%09CTEMPONE%2C%09Immigrant+||+CTEMPONE%09Stories
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1062268/one?qu=i+is+for+immigrants+alko
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=bounce+back+misako&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=unsettled+faruqi&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1064465/ada?qu=our+stories+carried+us+here&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1064465%7EILS%7E0&h=8

Loom In

Disability

"People with
disabilities”

Note: May also be under a type
of disability (e.g. blindness or
autism), a mobility device (e.g.
wheelchair), or include the
words disabled or disability

Book
SUggesiions Grades K-2

Schneider Family
Book Award

Awards

Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

Celebrate Disability
Pride Month
(OCPL Instagram)

o


https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22people+with+disabilities%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/schneider-family-book-award
https://www.instagram.com/p/CRUbv30rnny/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CRUbv30rnny/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1057747/one?qu=best+day+ever+marilyn+singer
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1074017/one?qu=stuck+swender
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1068074/ada?qu=what+about+will+ellen+hopkins&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1068074%7EILS%7E0&h=8
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1054781/one?qu=thud+mikael+ross

Loom In

Gender Identity

"Gender identity”

"Sexual orientation”

Note: Most books use more specific
terminology, but it's currently
applied very inconsistently. Other
terms to try include homosexuality,
bisexuality, bisexual, lesbian,
transgender, “gay men”, and
“intersex people”.

Book
SUggeSfIOHS Grades K-2 Grades 3-5

Lambda Literary
Award

Rainbow List

Awards Stonewall Award

(e
(1466 1
VOTE

JGET A hz

Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

Celebrate Pride
(OCPL Instagram)



https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22gender+identity%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22sexual+orientation%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
http://www.lambdaliterary.org/complete-list-of-award-recipients/
https://glbtrt.ala.org/rainbowbooks/archives/1270
http://www.ala.org/rt/glbtrt/award/stonewall/honored
https://www.instagram.com/p/CP8n_GGBaqC/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1011996/one?qu=peanut+goes+for+the+gold
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1062231/one?qu=accursed+vampire
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1054544/one?qu=too+bright+to+see+lukoff
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1058253/one?qu=%28un%29popular+vote+sanchez

Zoom in )
Income Inequality

Book
Suggestions Grades K-2

i In the Margins

Awards

"Homeless persons”

Poverty

i BIRDIES
SBILUONS
375 @

Grades 3-5

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

o


https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22Homeless+persons%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=poverty&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://inthemarginssite.blog/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1060598/one?qu=dear+librarian+sigwarth
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1075390/one?qu=birdie%27s+billions
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=how+to+train+your+dad+paulsen&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=boy+who+lived+in+the+ceiling&te=

Loom In

Languvage (Spanish)

"Spanish language
materials”

"Bilingual books”

Note: We also have “Russian
lanquage materials” and "Braille
lanquage materials” at OC.
Chinese, Viethnamese, and
Ukrainian language materials are
available at other LINCC libraries

Book
SUggeSfIOHS Grades K-2 Grades 3-5

Best Spanish Language
Picture Book Award

Note: Many Pura Belpré
Award books are available in

Spanish or bilingual editions
Awards P g

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12



https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22spanish+language+materials%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=Bilingual+books.&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22russian+language+materials%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=Braille+language+materials.&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://www.bankstreet.edu/library/center-for-childrens-literature/best-spanish-language-picture-book-award/
https://www.bankstreet.edu/library/center-for-childrens-literature/best-spanish-language-picture-book-award/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/belpremedal
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=sled+for+gabo+otheguy&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=blancaflor+spiegelman&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=lupe+wong+higuera&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1056200/ada?qu=travesia+el+viaje&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1056200%7EILS%7E0&h=8

Loom in
Race & Ethnicity: Asian & Pacific isiander
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Book
Suggestions Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

"Asian Americans”

Note: Some records use only

more specific terminology. Try . - .
Chinese Americans, Filipino Asian/Pacific American

Americans, Indian Americans, Award for Literature 22 Ste||ar Reads for
Japanese Americans, Korean AAP| Heritage Month

Americans, etc. South Asia Book Award (School Library Journal)
Awards



http://www.apalaweb.org/awards/literature-awards/winners/
https://southasiabookaward.wisc.edu/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22asian+americans%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=22-stellar-reads-for-asian-american-pacific-islander-heritage-month
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=22-stellar-reads-for-asian-american-pacific-islander-heritage-month
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1049314/one?qu=watercress+wang
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1059747/one?qu=much+ado+about+baseball
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=just+be+cool+jenna+sakai&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=ones+we%27re+meant+to+find+joan+he&te=

Loom In

Race & Ethnici

"African Americans”

ty: Black

Book

Suggestions

Grades K-2 Grades 3-5

Children’s Africana
Book Award

Coretta Scott King
Award

NAACP Image Award

Awards

Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

28 Days Later
(The Brown Bookshelf)

o


http://africaaccessreview.org/childrens-africana-book-awards/caba-past-winners/
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/coretta-scott-king-book-awards
https://aalbc.com/books/naacp-list.php
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22african+americans%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://thebrownbookshelf.com/28-days-later/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1077409/one?qu=african+proverbs+for+all+ages
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=playing+the+cards+you%27re+dealt&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1073050/one?qu=swag+is+in+the+socks+baptist
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=chlorine+sky&te=

Loom In

Race & Ethnici

"Indians of North
America”

Note: Federally-recognized tribes are
sovereign nations whose members
have dual citizenship status. Books by
or about Native Americans should
always include the name of a specific
tribe in the author’s biography and/or
source notes.

Book
Suggestions Grades K-2

American Indian Youth
Literature Award

Awards

ty: indigenous

BHFAR
WATER MoNSITR

THE USED-TO-8E BEST FRIEND DARCIE LITILE BADGER

Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

American Indians in
Children’s Literature



https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22indians+of+north+america%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://ailanet.org/activities/american-indian-youth-literature-award/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1067894/one?qu=look+grandma+ni+elisi
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=used+to+be+best+friend+quigley&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=healer+of+the+water+monster&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=snake+falls+to+earth+little+badger&te=

Loom In

Race & Ethnicity: Latinx
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Book
SUQQGSﬁOﬂS Grades K-2 Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

"Hispanic Americans”

Note: Note: Some records use
only more specific terminology.
Try Cuban Americans, Mexican Pura Belpré Award 29 Picture Books to Celebrate

Americans, Puerto Ricans, etc. o
Tomés Rivera Book Award the Latinx Experience
(School Library Journal)

Américas Award

Reforma Oregon Mock

Awards Belpré Workshop

o


https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=%22hispanic+americans%22&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/clas/americas-award/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/belpremedal
https://www.education.txstate.edu/ci/riverabookaward/
http://reformaoregon.weebly.com/mock-pura-belpreacute.html
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=29-picture-books-to-celebrate-the-latinx-experience
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=song+of+frutas+engle&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1060584/one?qu=back+to+school+blitz+torres
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1065686/one?qu=last+cuentista+higuera
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=somewhere+between+bitter+and+sweet+kemp&te=

ioomin
Religion: Jewish

Book
suggeSﬁOﬂS Grades K-2

Sydney Taylor
Book Award

Awards

Grades 3-5

Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

Celebrate Jewish
Heritage Month:
Picture Books & Chapter Books

(OCPL Instagram)

o


https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=jews&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://jewishlibraries.org/content.php?page=Sydney_Taylor_Book_Award
https://jewishlibraries.org/content.php?page=Sydney_Taylor_Book_Award
https://www.instagram.com/p/CPD35fpgYj4/
https://www.instagram.com/p/COxzxC_LWE2/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1072863/one?qu=klezmer+kyra+teis
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=boy+who+failed+show+and+tell&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1051251/one?qu=upstaged+harmon
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=summer+of+lost+letters+reynolds&te=

Loom In

Religion: Musiim

Muslim
Islam

Note: While many representations
of Muslims in America focus on
traditions from the Middle East,

there are majority-Muslim
countries in central Asia, southeast
Asia, and Africa as well.

Book
Suggestions Grades K-2

Arab American
Book Award

Middle East Book
Award

Awards

Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

Celebrate Middle Eastern &
North African Heritage Month:
Picture Books & Chapter Books

(OCPL Instagram)

o


https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=muslim&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=islam&te=&rt=false|||SUBJECT|||Subject
http://www.arabamericanmuseum.org/bookaward
http://www.meoc.us/book-awards.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CN701z3A0Q5/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CNkprvpgabA/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1047538/one?qu=maryam%27s+magic
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=magical+reality+of+nadia+youssef&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qu=barakah+beats+siddiqui&te=
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1049085/ada?qu=home+is+not+a+country+safia+elhillo&d=ent%3A%2F%2FSD_ILS%2F0%2FSD_ILS%3A1049085%7EILS%7E0&h=8

Zoom in
Intersectionality

Combi " Book
ombine searc Suggestions Grades K.2

terms from previous
slides

Carter G. Woodson
Award

Walter Award

Awards

€ LAST NIGHT

AT THE
TELEGRAPH
CLUB

WELCOME
BACK,
MAPLE
MEHTA-
COHEN

KATE McGOVERN

Grades 3-5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12

LINCC Diverse Picture Book List

o


https://www.socialstudies.org/awards/woodson
https://diversebooks.org/our-programs/walter-award/
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/results?qf=INFODESK%09Diverse%09KDIVERSE%2C%09reading+list+||+KDIVERSE%09reading+list
https://lincc.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/lincc/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1069431/one?qu=let+me+fix+you+a+plate
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